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LAKE MICHIGAN

Includes the Bay of Green Bay, the Fox River upstream to the DePere dam, Sturgeon Bay, other bays to Lake Michigan and 
Green Bay. See pages 57–59 for regulations for the tributary streams to Green Bay and Lake Michigan.

FISHING RESTRICTIONS ON LAKE MICHIGAN WATERS
• Lake trout may not be possessed while fi shing within the area indicated 

on the map:

• Goldfi sh may not be possessed or used for bait. Alewife and live crayfi sh 
may be used for bait on Lake Michigan.

• All ice fi shing shelters must be removed daily and when not in use after the 
fi rst Sunday following March 12 on Green Bay and Lake Michigan.

• Motor trolling is permitted on Lake Michigan.
• You must have a fi shing license and a Great Lakes trout and salmon 

stamp privilege or a valid two-day Sports Fishing License to fi sh for 
trout and salmon in Lake Michigan. 

• Smelt and suckers: See the 2007–2008 Wisconsin Spearing and Net-
ting Regulations for regulations on taking smelt and suckers with nets 
and spears.

• All other statewide fi shing restrictions apply (see pages 6–9).

See map on page 57 for Green Bay-Lake Michigan Line.

FISH SPECIES Species not listed are governed by inland fi shing regulations (pages 50–51).
OPEN SEASON (all 
dates inclusive)

DAILY LIMIT MINIMUM LENGTH

LARGEMOUTH AND SMALLMOUTH BASS

Within one-fourth mile of all islands in the Town of Washington Island July 1–March 2 5 in total 12 inches

Other L. Michigan waters May 5–March 2 5 in total 14 inches

MUSKELLUNGE (INCLUDES HYBRIDS)

North of Waldo Boulevard, Manitowoc May 26–Nov. 30 1 50 inches

South of Waldo Boulevard, Manitowoc May 5–Nov. 30 1 34 inches

NORTHERN PIKE

North of Waldo Boulevard, Manitowoc open all year 5 none

South of Waldo Boulevard, Manitowoc open all year 2 26 inches

BLUEGILL, PUMPKINSEED, SUNFISH, YELLOW PERCH, AND CRAPPIE
open all year for 
bluegill, sunfi sh and 
crappie

25 in total

none
YELLOW PERCH in Green Bay and the Fox River May 20–March 15 15

YELLOW PERCH in Lake Michigan June 16–April 30 5

LAKE STURGEON NO OPEN SEASON

WALLEYE AND SAUGER (INCLUDES HYBRIDS)

Fox River from its mouth upstream to the dam at DePere
March 2–May 4 1 28 inches

May 5–March 2 3 in total none

Lake Michigan Waters North of Waldo Boulevard, Manitowoc March 5–May 4 1 in total 15 inches

Lake Michigan Waters North of Waldo Boulevard, Manitowoc May 5–March 2 5 in total 15 inches

Lake Michigan Waters South of Waldo Boulevard, Manitowoc open all year 5 in total 15 inches

RUFFE AND GOBIES
NO OPEN SEASON-one may be killed and possessed for 
transport to a WDNR Service Center or Regional Offi ce.

WHITE PERCH open all year none none

CISCO AND WHITEFISH open all year 10 in total none
LAKE TROUT

Mid Lake Reef Complex (see page 60) NO OPEN SEASON

Other L. Michigan Waters
Open March 1–Oct 31
CLOSED rest of 
the year

2 10 inches

OTHER TROUT AND SALMON open all year

5 in total; only 2 
may be lake trout 

during the lake trout 
open season

10 inches


